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kilometers, so that satellites will naturally
reenter within 25 years of the end of their life
if they are not deliberately deorbited; and the
use of an autonomous collision avoidance
system.
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While the statement largely reiterated past
arguments by the company about the overall
safety of the Starlink system, it did offer some
new data points. SpaceX said that Starlink
satellites performed 3,300 collision avoidance
‘maneuvers in the second half of 2021, with
more than 1,600 involving close approaches to
debris and 1,400 with other satellites. Each
Starlink satellte is designed to “duck” to
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